for Andrew McAfee

Tribute

Suite for Horn and Strings

The title “Tribute” is intended to be a tribute to the horn, to the
music, to the composer, and to the performer—and everything that the
individual player brings to the piece. It is a gift for all participants,
especially for the performer, because it uniquely brings out the best
qualities of the horn.

The commissioning of this piece was the brainchild of Andrew
McAfee’s dear friends Mark McClure and Cheri McClure Elliott, and
was funded with love and admiration by his friends and family,
including Mark and Cheri, Pam Wachter McAfee, Darlene and Bob
Blackwood, Sophie and Fran Wachter, Mark and Blaine McAfee,
Adam and Julie McAfee, and Aaron and Emma McAfee.

We asked that the Fourth Movement memorialize the death of
Andrew’s youngest brother, David Boyd McAfee (December 2,
1967—November 14, 1975), and the impact of his death on Andrew’s
life, and that, as a tribute to the McAfee ancestry, the movement quote
the hymn Near to the Heart of God, which was composed by
Andrew’s great-great uncle, Cleland Boyd McAfee (September 25,
1866—February 4, 1944) after the concurrent deaths of his two young
nieces from diphtheria.

—Pam McAfee

I’ve always thought the horn to be the noblest and most heroic of all
the orchestral instruments, and also to be the most expressive and
lyrical of the brass family. To me, the composers of the Romantic and
Post-Romantic eras best utilized those qualities. So in composing this
piece, I wanted to pay tribute to that era and its composers, not in any
specific style or form, but rather in tone and use of melody and
harmony. Even then, I stray occasionally into different waters.

—Terry Mizesko

Piano reduction by the composer.
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I1. Highland Air
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In memoriam: D. M.
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