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Romantic Horn Ensembles in a Lyrical Style

The horn entered European orchestral culture in the first decades of the eighteenth
century.” A high-level practice of hunting fanfares had emerged at the European
courts from the sixteenth century onwards, culminating in a rich repertoire of
ceremonial fanfares at the French court. This led to an early tradition of
"homogeneous" horn ensembles of generally two to four parts, and the typical
harmonies of these fanfares would continue to be a particular idiom of the horn
literature up to today. The instrument's wide range of up to four octave
valuable choice for composers, which might explain why the horn

his opera Giulio Cesare in Egitto (17
the aria “Va tacito,” Handel comioi ifferent keys in the
Sinfonia of the final act. In th
two pairs of horns in diffe

g Il Re Pastore (1775) and Idomeneo
(1781). Most ope ontain only two horn parts, although there are

notorious exce atural horn parts in Etienne Nicolas Méhul's
Uthal (1806)
In the ineteenth century, the use of four horns in the

the norm. A typical orchestral horn quartet was
s, each consisting of a high and a low horn. As a result,
ion of a horn quartet is not linear as in a choral soprano-alto-tenor-
third horn will often have a higher part than the second, a direct

valve horn in European orchestras from 1820 onwards has reinforced this writing style:
often mid-nineteenth-century composers wrote for two mixed pairs of natural and

" Compare John Humphries, The Early Horn: A Practical Guide (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000).
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Petite suite pour quatre Cors
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No. 2

Allegretto Moderato
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Andante, for Horn Quartet - Jules Berleur

Composition: c. 1870-1880

Source: transcription (author’s collection)
Original instrumentation: valve horns in F
Dedication: Jean-Toussaint Radoux
Notes: performed at the June 1884 Ghent Royal Conservatory exam, ang
month at a concert in Oudenaarde. The earliest example of a work tha
written specifically for the Ghent horn class, this piece s
of the works for the Liege-Ghentian horn class (D'Hulst, Rye

a slow pace and colourful “close” harmony.
Bio: Jules Berleur (Huy, 1837-1883) studied composition in Bruss
pianist, choral conductor, and teacher. He wro
operettas).
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Invocation

pour 4 Cors en Fa

Adolphe D'Hulst
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Francgois - Joseph Fétis
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Francgois - Joseph Fétis

pour 4 Cors
(concours de 1854)
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Quatuor No. 3
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(concours de 1855)
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Allegretto animato
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Quintette pour Cors Chromatiques (ca 1880)

Johannes Hubert Schaeken
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Johannes Hubert Schaeken
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Septuor pour Cors Chromatiques

Johannes Hubert Schaeken
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