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Brave Belgians!

Belgian Romantic Repertoire for the Horn

Julius Caesar's backhanded compliment from De bello gallico might never have been
quoted more ironically as in a letter written in 1924 by British musicologist Walter
Fielding Holloway Blandford. Commenting on the capacities of Raymond M

players. As one will notice while perusi 2"Brave Belgians Horn
Albums, the output of solo works comi is impressive. The
[ d available works
for the horn mentions around i osers, an impressive number
ccount.* Still, the number of Belgian
the international repertoire is very
rosper Van Eechautte’s Night Poem

pieces for the horn that hav
short. Jane Vigner,
astoral (1904) are some of the few hauntingly
horn studios around the world. But there is

29/11/1924 (private collection John Humphries). Raymond Meert (Ghent, 1884-Pwheli [UK] 1967)
Charles Heylbroeck’s class at the Ghent Royal Conservatory in 1903 and obtained a Premier Prix in
chamber rom 1905 he played as third horn with the Scottish Orchestra in Glasgow and became principal in 1913,
after which he e principal of the Hallé Orchestra in 1917. He was a much-asked soloist in the north of England and played
in several BBC live performances (e.g., Mozart concerto, Brahms trio at the end of the 1920s). He retired from the orchestra in
1938 but returned at the Hallé during World War Il at the explicit request of Sir John Barbiroli.

2 The Belle époque (literally, “Beautiful Era”) was a time of general improvement—cultural, social, and scientific—between 1870
and 1914. The high level of artistic migration to other countries was a result of the large output of highly skilled workers from
the Belgian musical education system in combination with poor domestic working conditions.

® Both Meert and Louis Dufrasne, for instance, would change the horn they played within the first year after arriving in their new
homelands. Dufrasne is shown in a picture of the Barrere Ensemble of New York on the front page of the May 1915 edition of
Musical America, with a German-style horn. Meert figures on the 1919 picture of the Hallé orchestra in Manchester with a Raoux-
Millereau/Boosey & Hawkes piston horn which was the most common instrument in the UK at that time.

* Dempf /Seraphinoff 2016.

* A list of recommended horn works available through other publishers is provided at the back of this volume.
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Energy and Brightness, Poetry and Lyricism from 1890 to 1930

As described in the preface to Volume 1, players in Belgium developed a particular
lyrical and expressive playing style towards the end of the nineteenth century. The
highly esteemed horn tradition founded in Lieége under Hubert Massart (Liege, 1793-
1858) and Toussaint Radoux spread to the classes of Brussels and Ghent and mixed
with new stylistic currents inspired by the ideas of F.A. Gevaert. Ghent underwent
many urban changes between 1890 and 1914, and gained much of its current beauty

century was gradually pushed towards the northern and eastern
ambitious urbanization projects created a cosmopoli

newly built districts. The general ambience was one of opti
the city’s cultural life flourished in the years leading up the

t Conservatory

exploded in the first decade of the Belle époque [ to 603 in 1880."
Housing apparently became the bigges é city, but also of its
Conservatory. On top of that, the upgrade™t Conservatory put

s of cou d infrastructure, with

omply.

forward specific requirements in ter

which the old school simply co

Het binvenbofsanse Achterikkele. La Courde’VArrisre Faucille » /"’1.”;

Fig 1: Ghent Royal Conservatory in 1900, painted by A. Heins. (author’s collection)

' Archives of Ghent Conservatory, Régistres de matricule 1870-1880.
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Romance - Léopold Wallner

Original Title: Romance pour cor en Fa
Composition: 1892

Source: transcription held at the library of the Antwerp Royal Conservatory nr.
83049BH

Original instrumentation: valve horn in F

Notes: presumably written by Wallner for the 1892 exam,
as a harmony teacher at the Ghent conservatory. The w
musicality of the Ghentian horn school, without posing pa
difficulties. The current edition is based on a transcription by

round the

Brussels but had to interrupt his studies when his . From then
onwards, he taught at the Brussels and

schools. He wrote mainly chamber m

several music
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Romance

pour Cor en Fa et piano

Léopold Wallner
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red. Jan Huylebroeck

Charles De Waele
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pour cor en Eb et piano
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Allegro Moderato
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Andante sostenuto
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éverie

R

Mélodie pour Cor en Fa et piano

Jenny Van Rysselberghe

accomp. rev. par Jan Huylebroeck
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Chant d'automne

"L'automne est triste comme un adieu”
pour Cor en Fa et piano

Robert Guillemyn
Andantino
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Lentement
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de Nocturne
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pour Cor en Fa

Le Passant - S

Léo Vanderhaeghen
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L'Attente

pour Cor en Fa et piano
Désiré Boehme

Andante
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L'adieu

pour Cor en Fa et accompagnement de piano

J. Van der Meulen
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Sur les Montagnes

pour Cor en Fa et piano

Emile Hullebroeck

Andante cantabile
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Nocturne

Cor en Fa et piano

Maurice Henderick

Andante Cantabile
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