Contents

List of Examples ix
Foreword by Bernard Garfield xi
Acknowledgments xiii
About the Companion Website xvii
Introduction xix
PART | Foundations
1. Underlying Direction 3
2. Beginner’s Mind and Not Knowing 6
3. Musical Influences and Reed Making 8
4. Test It for Yourself 17
5. Machines for Bassoonists on a Limited Reed-Making Budget 19
6. Using a Dial Indicator 25
7. Chains of Causes and Conditions in Reed Work 33
8. The Relationship Between the Embouchure and the Reed’s Tip Opening 38
9. Bocals 42
10. The Study of Cane: Size, Straightness, and Density 47

11.  Cycles of Reeds 60



viii | CONTENTS

PART 11 Reed-Making Procedures

12.  Gouging | 77
13.  Some Thoughts about Shapers and Shaping 86
14. Some Thoughts about Profile Types 104
15.  Forming the Tube, Beveling, and Wrapping 116
16. Finishing Strategies 132
Workflow Chart for the Way of Cane 175
PART 111 Performance

17. The Reed Notebook 181
18. More on Fingerings 186
19. Efficient Practicing 205
20. Prolonging a Reed's Life 207
21. Tonguing and Double Tonguing 209
22. Notes for the Recordings 215
PART 1V Supplemental Material

23. Adjusting and Setting Reed Machines 241
24. Cane Hardness Testing | 261
25. Correspondence with Norman Herzberg 265
26. A few Words About Auditions 272
Summary 276
Afterword 278
Appendices 279
Selected Bibliography 309

Index 313



