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NOCTURNES FOR THE NATIVITY is a collection of settings intended as a resource book for 
Advent/Christmas services and concerts.

Flexibility of interpretation is encouraged, both for musical expression and to accommodate 
breaths. The following symbols are occasionally used for breathing and phrasing:

      (,) a suggested breath point, with little or no break in the tempo
,
// luftpause

DANIEL DORFF

Nocturnes for
the Nativity
for solo Flute 
1. Nocturne on Cantique de Noël
2. Nocturne on O Bambino
3. Nocturne on Silent Night
4. Nocturne on It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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69

63 65
Quasi Ländler ( . = c. 69-76)

56 poco rit. a tempo

(distant bells)

48
53

4

40 45

33 5 37 4

26 a tempo
29

19 a tempo poco accel.

12 14 poco rit.

6 7

cantabile

Espressivo ( . = c. 63-72)

(distant bells)

Nocturne on Cantique de Noël
for Anja Weinberger

(after Adolphe Adam)
DANIEL DORFF
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47

leggiero

41

34 Livelier ( . = c. 66-72)

28

21

14

7 rit.
Tempo giusto ( . = c. 52-60)
8

cantabile

4

Quasi recitativo

Nocturne on O Bambino
for Patricia Surman

(Tu scendi dalle stelle)

(after Alphonsus Liguori)
DANIEL DORFF

20

35
rit.

51

poco cresc.
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72 5
poco accel.

Tempo II or slower

77

sub.

64 poco rubato

cresc.

a tempo

sub.

69
Tempo I

56

47 rit. a tempo

41

3 3
3

rit.
45
Tempo II

calm

34

25 rit. 33
Tempo I

espr.

16

9 rit.
11
Serene ( = 72-76)(Tempo II)

calm

6

Dramatic ( = 88-92)(Tempo I)

espr.

Nocturne on Silent Night
for Kate Fish

(after Franz Gruber)
DANIEL DORFF
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51 3

44
Cantabile

49

40

3

33
sub.

36
Spumante

3

32

3 3
sub. 3 3

poco rit.

3

poco

26

20

sub.

14 molto rit. Grazioso ( . = c. 63)

sub.

18

7

sub.

9

Cantabile ( . = c. 50)

Nocturne on It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

gentle

for Angela Massey

(after Richard Willis)
DANIEL DORFF

7

poco rit.

a tempo
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