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Chapter 2

Short Quarter Notes And Eighth Notes

Guideline #1: Unless specifically marked otherwise, any quarter note or eighth note followed by a
rest is played (sung) short.

Notice that the articulation ends with a f sound, which is achieved by stopping the tone with the
tongue. While typically not used in classical performance technique, the tongue- stopped tone is
standard in jazz.
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Play the exercise with the articulations as marked. You will note that some of the short notes in this
example are accented and some are not. This will be addressed in Guideline #4.

Quarter notes or eighth notes followed by rests often occur in jazz in the middle and at the
of phrases and lines. For more clarity, play these notes short. It is also easier to coordir
precision of larger ensembles when these notes are played short.

If not followed by a rest, then the quarter notes and eighth notes are usually pl-
of the following situations applies.

Guideline #2: Quarter notes that occur on the downbeats of beats 1 r

Guideline #3: Quarter notes that occur on the downbeats of 2 ¢

Practice this exercise at differer’
measure of the example the -
(Guideline #1).
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Lester, The Leaping Lizard

by Jerry Tolson
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Ode To 52nd St
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