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FURY OF LIGHT
PROGRAM NOTES
*

More often than we would like, our hopes and expectations are not met. One’s reaction to
disappointment is the true test. After a disappointing encounter, I decided to channel my feelings
through music.

The title Fury of Light can be found in Mary Oliver’s poem Sunrise.

You can this morning, under the lashes

die for it— climbing the familiar hills of my own eyes, and I thought
an idea, in the familiar I .am so many!

or the world. People fabric of dawn, I thought What is my name?

have done so, of China, What is the name

brilliantly, and India of the deep breath I would take
letting and Europe, and I thought over and over

their small bodies be bound how the sun for all of us? Call it

to the stake, blazes whatever you want, it is
creating for everyone just happiness, it is another one
an unforgettable so joyfully of the ways to enter

fury of light. But as if rises fire.

This short work depicts my redemption at a truly frustrating moment in my life. The primary motif is
an ascending three-note idea that permeates the work. This idea is eventually inverted before
returning to its original form in the recapitulation.

*
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JOSHUA HOBBS (b. 1990) is an award-winning composer currently pursuing his master’s degree in
Instrumental Conducting at the University of South Florida. Josh holds a bachelor’s degree in Music
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