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THE HISTORY OF SCAT

Scat singing is a form of jazz vocal improvisation that does not use words. Instead, the
vocalist either uses nonsense syllables or imitates musical insiruments.

Scat singing has its true beginnings with the 1926 Louis Armstrong recording of “Heebie
Jeebies.” As the story goes, during the recording session for the song, Armstrong’s music
fell onto the floor. To keep the recording going, he started improvising his own gibberish
words over the chorus of the song, assuming it was a rvined take. After all was said and
done, it was that take of “Hebbie Jeebies” that was kept, and a new genre was born.

Artists at the time who picked up on the scat frend included Cab Calloway and Duke
Ellington, whose “Creole Love Call” featured Adelaide Hall doing a vocal impression of a
muted frumpet. Soon, other artists joined in on the vocal craze, including Dizzy Gillespie,
Eddie Jefferson, Mel Torme, Sarah Vaughan, and a true master of the craft, Ella Fitzgerald.

It was while she was singing with Dizzy Gillespie’s big band that Ella Fitzgerald started
playing around with her vocdls. Instead of singing lyrics, she imitated what the horns were
doing. Her performance on the 1945 recording of “Flying Home” with the Vic Schoen
Orchestra set a new standard for scat, much as Louis Armstrong’s “Heebie Jeebies” had
done years earlier.

The songs in this volume include selections by many of the classic jazz scat arfists, including
Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Tormé, and Eddie Jefferson, along with more

contemporary vocdlists, such as Karrin Allyson, Ann Hampton Callaway, and Roberta
Gambarini.

You'll find these helpful features in this “omni” volume:
® 71 note-for-note transcriptions
* Meticulous easy-to-read nofation

* Recording reference included with the song title
* No lyrics are included for the scat solos, as the spelling of syllables

are too varied and numerous
® Any Bb instrumentalist can use this book. The solos lend themselves to those
wantfing to learn the style and expand their improvising prowess.

Enjoy!
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All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm

from Mel Tormé: It's Easy to Remember — Recall 258
Lyrics by Gus Kahn
Music by Bronislaw Kaper and Walter Jurmann
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with a frown; a song and a dance’ll fum’em up - side down. _

Fast Swing (4=1220)
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