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Foreword 
 

From the earliest method books, horn players have been encouraged to emulate 
great singers when they play, whether for practical or artistic reasons. In the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries, musicians were trained more broadly and encouraged to actually 
sing in addition to playing an instrument, which contributed to their lyrical playing. Some 
of our finest horn soloists have training and experience as singers. At the end of the last 
century and into our current one, music education and performance training has leaned 
more and more toward specialization. There are certainly things to be gained but others to 
be lost, most noticeably a natural, internalized sense of song, and the ability to connect 
notes to each other in a meaningful way.  

That’s where this book comes in! To have a collection of famous songs, many 
with their texts included, in one place creates a real opportunity. Learning songs like 
these strengthens our common heritage as part of our cultural foundation. Being able to 
sing them heightens this opportunity, giving us the chance to internalize them and to 
know what they are about. Then, finally, to be able to play them provides the hornist with 
the opportunity to use all those internal resources for meaningful performance. 

Grounded not only in practical experience but also in principles of education 
theory, the songs in this volume offer useful opportunities to sing through the horn. As 
we know from symphonies, movie soundtracks, concertos, operas, and solos, the horn is 
at its best when given a beautiful lyrical solo. Playing and singing songs like these are the 
first step toward playing those solos ourselves. 

Sing and enjoy! 

Jeffrey Snedeker 
Professor of Music, Central Washington University  
Past President, International Horn Society 
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Introduction 
	
  

This book has two main purposes: to teach students how to play in a lyrical 
manner, and to expose students to music that has great historical, cultural, and melodic 
value. 
 
How to Use This Book 
 
1. Complete the sentence. Musical phrases are like sentences; in this book, these phrases 
are designated by long slur lines (or phrase marks) over several measures. The goal is to 
play the phrase in one breath so it sounds like a complete sentence if it were spoken. This 
is why some of the pieces have the lyrics with them. 
 
2. Follow the contour. Many of these songs only have a starting dynamic, or very little 
dynamic information, so you can add dynamics to follow the contour of the melody.  
 
3. Follow the lyrics. Allow the text to influence how you practice and perform the piece. 
“Hush Little Baby” should sound very different compared to the “Star Spangled Banner!” 
 
4. Sing. Sing the pieces as you become familiar with them. Compare how you sing to 
how you play them on your instrument. What do you hear? How can you make your horn 
playing sound more like your singing? 
 
Historical Background 

The melodies in this book are familiar to most everyone, but students rarely have 
the opportunity to play them on their instrument. By playing familiar tunes, students can 
develop important subtleties of phrasing and musical inflection. This technique utilizes 
“music of the mother tongue” as developed by Hungarian composer and pedagogue 
Zoltan Kodaly. 

Another reason to use the melodies in this book is to connect the horn student’s 
singing voice to their horn playing through a process called audiation, or the ability to 
hear sound that is not present. Students must be able to audiate to play the horn, and 
singing traditional melodies in conjunction with playing them on the horn helps students 
learn this skill. The Horn Player’s Songbook exposes students to great music while 
developing audiation and musicianship skills.  
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