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Three Songs

Serge Rachmaninoff

When silent night doth hold me.
(In the silent night.)

Oh, how I still can hear,

when silent night doth hold me,
Thy timid artless words,

and feel thy glance enfold me,
Thy tresses closely intertwined,
yet full obedient to my hand,

The empire of thy smile now languish, now comannd -

And vaguely I recall the troubled thoughts unspoken,
Forgotten tender vows,

of falt'ring hearts the token;
Then rapture fills me,

my being all aflame,

I cry aloud to thee,

that night may hear thy name,

I loudly cry to thee

that night may know thy name.
Then, with my soul one flame,
my being filled with rapture,
I'loudly cry to thee,

that night may know thy name.

-- A. Pushkin, trans. Edward Agate

"Oh, never sing to me again."

Oh, never sing to me again

The songs of Georgia, fair maiden
Their tones recall to me in vain

Far distant shores with sorrow laden.
Alas, those songs rembrance stir,

Full many mem'ries round me gather,
The steppes at night,

in vision clear The form and features of another
This image, fatal yet so true

At sight, of thee will surely vanish,
But at thy voice to rise anew,

That all my striving fails to banish.

So never sing to me again

Those songs of Georgia fair maiden,
Their tones recall to me in vain,

Far distant shores with sorrow laden.

-- A. Pushkin, trans. Edward Agate
Arion

Full many souls the vessel held:

The sails were hoisted, set for running,
While skillful seamen rowed with cunning,
Rending the waters.

| beheld, in silence wrapt one figure steering,
proud head of precious human freight.

And reckoning naught of ocean fate

I sang for joy...

Swift came the blow, the shock of tempest,
none revering sent barque and inmates down below!
But I, no partner in their woe,

was borne to shore on billows lying,

So strong in music my belief,

That singing, sun me on the cliff,

My heavy garments slowly drying.

-- A. Pushkin, trans. Edward Agate
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