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Dolcissima mia vita, a che tardate

La bramata aita?

Credete forse che’l bel fuoco ond’ ardo
Sia per finir, perche torcete ’1 guardo?
Ahi, non fia mai die brama il mio desire

O d’amarti, o morire!

for Brass Quintet
DON CARLO GESUALDO
1. (c. 1560-1613)

My sweetest life, why do you delay

The help I desire?

Do you believe that this fine fire has been kindled
Only to die away when you avert your gaze?
Alas, no longer is my desire aroused.

O, to love you; O to die!
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* All expression marks are editorial.
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ives me death and refuses to help me.
She who can give me life, alas, gives me death.
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