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The smoothest possible finish of the vamp is accomplished by light
scraping with a piece of rush which has been thoroughly soaked, one
end flattened between the fingers, and left to dry for at least an hour
before using. Scrape the dry reed with the rush and the resulting finish
will be most gratifying. Novice reed-makers will find that making final
scraping adjustments with the scraping knife is easier and more
accurate than using the rush. The practiced hand with the knife can
accomplish most of the suggested adjustments without digging holes
in the vamp or damaging the convex curve.

If the reed seems somewhat resistant or “tubby” in
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scraping with the knife along the vamp from oulder to the
halfway point may prove helpful. If this doej % eMove the difficulty
completely, stroke the vamp with rush Ifway point toward
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