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to my mother and father with love

LITTLE WOMEN

Prologue

Introduction: “Four little chests”

Mark Adamo

(Concord, Massachusetts. The 1870s. The attic of the March house: dusty, not uncluttered, but a living space,

a refuge. Slanting light of a dark afternoon.Upstage, glimpsed as if through mist, four chests, each with a
name—™Meg, Jo, Beth, Amy—carved into the lid.)
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*Inside piano with soft brush.
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Scene 2

Recit: “Rigmarole?”

(The path in front of the March house, weeks
later. Twilight. Meg and Brooke—quiet, keen-eyed,

maybe 30—walking. Courtly, but low-key.) J =69 Meg: mp
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game. The word is I-tal-ian I'd teach you Truth or Fab-ri-

% g@‘f‘é‘fl “L’ s 'j u'" SEE VF\—I*QJ —

-

vv

*Play eighth notes, quasi-larghetto, in free rhythm. Do not synchronize with other music.
Ornament and displace octaves ad lib. Repeat, as indicated by heavy line, to the end of m. 14.



Act I, Scene 2 101
Recit: “Our own Fanny Mendelssohn”
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Chris-to- pher Co-lum - bus, “tame and fond”
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You're con-sid-er-ing a man who___ com-pares court-ing a wom-an to break-ing a horse!
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I'll not con-sid-er an-y - thing__ un-til he speaks, And he won't, be-cause Fa-ther said I was tooyoung.
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Act II, Scene 1 191
Ensemble: Letter Scene

(Now we are several places at once: Mrs. Kirke's boarding house in New York City; the March house; on tour in England.
Jo and her family, in their respective locales, ¢ ling over some ths. Jo has returned in triumph to her room in
I'u' New York boarding house of a friend of Iu-r malhvr 5.)

. = 76
ﬁ e St 1§ b5
Driz-zl-ing in New York; still hor-rid - ly loud and o - ver-

6% i g
_E‘ $3535358 | :h—___ﬁr \_/B ”F:-J—J—é_l—a:.;:_#:‘_‘_

_%t

g

we é’
{
[
ol
.
e |
AL
\
!

'y RN A R R

== ====ssT====css SS=-== =

crowd - ed- but, more_ ex cit - ing, I'm sell -ing__ my  writ-ing___  and mak - ing__ a
*A l' 3 1
6 o o o
t//‘F: “j - * 7 — I
et Loty 0L St . |
o

F—
" L A o,

I
J_/,—:N ¥
o
L s O

(,.,ﬂ

(.

TR

J_LHJ,,

for-tune! The sto-ries 1 sell in New York are large - ly

— g e
St |




Act II, Scene 5 291

(scrutinizing )
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(circling him)
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