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Yankee Doodle Fanfare

This two minute gem, composed for the Bicentennial observance at Gramercy
Park in New York, is full of little snippets of traditional music all pulled together
into the coherent whole of Yankee Doodle. A brilliant piece, fun for the players
and the listeners.

William Mayer

Born in New York City in 1925, William Mayer graduated from Yale University in
1949 and continued his musical studies at the Julliard School and Mannes College
of Music, studying with Roger Sessions and Felix Salzer. He also studied with
Otto Luening and Izler Solomon.

He has written for innumerable combinations of instruments as well as for voice.
A Death in the Family, a full length opera based on James Agee’s novel, won the
National Institute for Music Theatre Award in 1983. His works are published
by Boosey & Hawkes, Boelke, Carl Fischer, Galaxy Music, Lawson-Gould,
MCA, Theodore Presser and now, Nichols Music. Several of his compositions
have been recorded on CRI. His composition for brass trio, Country Fair, has
been used as a station theme for Vermont Public Radio.

Joseph Machlis, in his Introduction to Contemporary Music, writes “His is a
lyrical music that follows the middle of the road, favored with an unusual flow of
fancy and wit.” Mayer describes his music as ““a free use of compositional tech-
niques and disparate material with the aim of synthesizing so-called opposites into
a coherent whole.”



To my good friend, Robert Levy

Yankee Doodle Fanfare
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