INTRODUCTION

There has been a renaissance of interest in the alto trombone in the last several
years, New publications of historic materials are appearing with regularity, while new
compositions for the instrument are continually being created.

VYolume 1 of A Complete Method for Eb Alto Trombonme presented introductory,

werm-up, technical, melodic, and moderate difficulty extended etudes to help the

beginning alto trombone player become familiar with the instrument, - The purpose of

~ this volume is to provide advanced materials for study on the Eb alto trombone. The

material follows the extended etudes found in Volume 1, Generally, the exercises
become progressively more difficult, but there are a few restful exceptions,

ORGANIZATION

; As with Volume 1, this book of exercises contains several methods for playing the
alto trombone, You are free to choose the method that makes you feel most
comfortable. Do one, any combination, or all, With practice, all will sound the same.

Method No. 1: The Alto Trombone as a Transposing Instrument

As you look through this book, you will notice that all the pages on the left are
written in bass clef, If you wish to treat the alto trombone as a transposing
instrument, you will play these peges. Simply play the notes in the same positions as
you do when you play a Bb tenmor trombone. However, when you play written Bb, it
will sound the Eb a perfect fourth above, Therefore, as you play the written pitches
on the left-hand pages, the instrument will sound the pitches written in the alto clef
on the right-hand pages. '

Method No. 2: The Alto Trombone as a Non-Transposing Instrument

If you wish to play in the alto clef which is written at the sounding piteh,
treating the horn as a non-transposing instrument, you should read the right-hand pages.
The most difficult part of doing this is learning the positions for the notes, If you
have not yet done that, you need to go back to Volume 1, Remember that intonation
can still be a problem even after you have learned the new positions. Listen and

adjust,

Method No., 3: Interval Transposition

Interval transposition is a technique often used by trumpet and horn players, but
rarely by trombonists, In utilizing this process, the player actually treats the
instrument as a transposing instrument just as in Method No. 1. The player reads the
part in salto clef. He or she then visualizes the written notes in a different position
on the staff and plays them accordingly, If you are unfamiliar with this process and
wish to use it, it is recommended that you go back to Volume 1 where there is a
more detailed explanation and easier exercises,

CONCLUSION

There is no single correct way to approach reading the music to play the alto
trombone. Each method has its advantages and disadvantages, but potentially, all will
vield the same result, and after all, the final sound is what's important, When well
executed, all of these methods sound exactly the same, Be patient, strive for
perfection, and enjoy playing the alto trombone,

Stephen C. Anderson
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