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Much mystery still surrounds Rameau’s titles, and many of the English translations
below are speculative. In particular, it is frequently impossible to tell whether a
feminine adjective or substantive refers to an actual female or instead to the piece
itself, with the feminine noun “piéce” being unstated but understood (e.g., “La
[piece] Joyeuse™). Even a male may be referred to by a feminine title if “piéce” is the
presumed noun, with the man’s name serving as an adjective. Cuthbert Girdlestone
offers further stimulating suggestions in Appendix B of his_Jean-Philippe Rameau:
His Life and Work, Dover, 1969 (0-486-26200-6).
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