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Traditional Yiddish Song

Maoz Tzur (Rock of Ages) is a traditional Hanukkah song that celebrates the Maccabees’ fight for freedom.
This arrangement is composed in the style of a bossa nova and is a nice light, alternative to include in a
holiday set. Although the original song is composed to have five stanzas, this arrangement only includes
two, with the first playing the melody in its original form, and the second with more latin-jazz influences,
including heavily syncopated rhythms and articulations, as well as some slightly varied themes.

The introduction is used a number of times throughout the chart and is used to set up the bossa mood. Be
sure to spend ample time perfecting the dynamic swell so it can be played consistently each time.

As with any other chart, make sure the melodic material can be easily heard. This is especially important at
measure 37 when the horn has the melody and the other instruments are playing striking chords. At measures
17 and 41, the trumpets are equally important as the intention was to be a trumpet duet with accompaniment.

This piece is also a great way to work on contrasting feels, as the piece often alternates between a light and
detached feel and a smooth, graceful feel.
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