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A Legacy of Elegance

As explained in the general introduction, the three main Belgian training centers for
horn players —Liege, Brussels, and Ghent— had common artistic roots but developed
different accents through their years of existence. Belgian players had embraced the
valve horn from the late 1830s onwards, and the appointment by Frangois-Joseph
Fétis of the prominent valve horn protagonist Jean-Désirée Art6t as horn teacher at
the Brussels Royal Conservatory in 1843 had accelerated this process considerably.'
Contrary to France, where the natural horn class and the valve horn cl
entirely different universes, Artét invented a system in which natural b
1° cor) and valve horn (classe de 2° cor) were both taughthi
the same teacher.

band of Tellin (Luxemburg Province), one playing a natural horn
aert double piston valve horn, dated 9 September 1863. (author's

le number of horn works written at this time were compulsory
s at the Brussels Conservatory. These works, characteristic of the
from natural to valve horn between roughly 1840 and 1870, are
generally similar in style to the dominant brass repertoire written by Jean-Baptiste
Arban, Jules Demersseman and the Distin brothers in France and England around the
same time. On the Brussels horn exams, the valve and natural horn students often
performed together in accompanied duets or in horn ensembles. One eloquent
witness of this practice is the series of exam pieces written by Fétis. The four pieces
selected for this volume are published here for the first time. Some of these pieces

" Jean-Désiré Artét (Paris, 1803-Brussels, 1887) was teacher of horn at the Brussels Conservatory from 1843 to 1866 (in reality
up to 1862). See Billiet 2008, pp. 88-89.
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Méditation

pour Cor en Fa, Violon et Piano

Jean-Toussaint Radoux

arr. Jan Huylebroeck
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Brussels

Intermezzo - Barcarolle

pour Cor en Fa et piano

Allegretto molto moderato (J. =60)

Auguste Dupont
red. Jan Huylebroeck
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Cor en Fa

Piano

Treés Lent

Concertino

pour Cor Chromatique en Fa

Charles Gaucet
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Duo

pour Cor et Harpe

Edmond Weber

Andante
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Nocturne

pour Cor en Fa

Léopold Wallner
arr. piano: Jan Huylebroeck

Moderato quasi andante
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Quatre Morceaux de Concours - Francois-Joseph Fétis

1. Andante con moto for 1st horn in F and strings
2. Andantino con moto for 2 horns in E-flat and strings (horn 1: natural horn,
horn 2: valve horn)
3. Allegretto for 1st horn in F and strings
4. Allegro moderato for 1st horn in F and strings
Original Title: Concours de Cor
Composition: 1861 (1), 1865 (2), 1867 (3), 1868 (4)
Source: manuscripts Royal Brussels conservatory, series ARC-M-019 to 021
Original instrumentation: valve horn/natural horn and string quartet or piane
Arrangement: Jan Huylebroeck
Notes: Fétis wrote at least seventeen short sight-reading pieces for th
in the period 1853-1869. Here we publish four that are
style and of the limited skills that were apparently require

importance and beauty to the natural
instrument as part of the educational
Today, all these pie : ewarding encores
to recitals. The 1861 exam pi i orn and was
retaken as single exam pi
marks the very beginning o russels. It is written for a natural
horn in E-flat as pringi cond. The writing is very traditional,

and a more chromatic second horn, playing

ans in the nineteenth century. After years in Paris, he

the Brussels conservatory in 1833, a position he would keep until
a renowned music critic and an important figure in the
usicology in the nineteenth century. His compositions are mainly

"' The Brussels conservatory purchased in the 1880s two natural horns from Besson. the natural horn was a fixed part of the
horn curriculum in Brussels up to 1930, but became less important after the appointment of Merck.




4 Morceaux de concours

1. Concours de ler Cor (1861 . i
( ) Frangois-Joseph Fétis
red. Jan Huylebroeck

Andante con moto

T -

I I I ]
Cor en fa &) % i - | - | - |
oJ
‘ il
| } | : . = : . .
S S c — ;
Piano P
o
)3 :
VAN
LS 3
5
2 ! . =
He—o—F® b
D o i i 1 i i i i 1 i ¥ i 1
o I —_—————
o) o \ \ \
p” Al | | | |
GESE | ‘ I E———
DS e .
o) I
o~ !
9
0 — ~ —-——
N+ — = £ S i
ANIYJ [ — [ I T ]
o f ]
g | |
- | (K]
IIIPA . 1] | ]
. . . . ‘ |
\ \ \ \
13
T i )
b6— | - v o |
o r ‘ —
/_\
o) l p—— ‘ N k | | |  ———
A . = o P — | o o P —
[ £ W ‘s @ o o =‘

J“{'
. B YN
B
)
9
-
N
;.
|

N
B

L
TN
»
»
iy
e

L
N

© All rights reserved by Golden River Music
www.goldenrivermusic.be
Making photocopies is illegal.



4 Morceaux de concours
2. Concours de 1865

Francois-Joseph Fétis
red. by Jan Huylebroeck

Andante con moto
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4 Morceaux de concours

3. Concours de Cor (1867)

Francgois-Joseph Fétis
red. J. Huylebroeck
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4 Morceaux de concours

4. Concours de 1868
Francois-Joseph Fétis
red. J. Huylebroeck

Allegretto
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Variations

pour 2 Cors en Fa avec accompagnement de piano

Louis-Henri Merck, op.12
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4 Morceaux Imposés

3. Air d' "Orphée"
Frangois-Auguste Gevaert
red. J. Huylebroeck

Largo assai avec force et expression
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4 Morceaux Imposés

4. Air de "Magdalena"

Andante sostenuto quasi largo

Frangois-Auguste Gevaert

red. J. Huylebroeck
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Cing Préludes - Paul Gilson

Original Title: Cing Préludes pour Cor ou Violoncelle avec accompagnement de
piano

1. Andante

2. Allegro energico (pas vite)

3. Allegretto (tres retenu, indolent)
4. Allegretto agitato

5. Moderato

Composition: 1913-1914
Source: original manuscript in Brussels Royal Conservatory lib

Original instrumentation: valve horn in F, piano
Notes: these five preludes, published in horn solo ves

Préludes and his earlier Horn Quartet ays in composition

for the instrument and can be regard ing lyrical style that

was still practised by his conte : ere admired, they
were seldom performed at th

Bio: Paul Gilson (Brussels with Gevaert in Brussels and obtained
the Prix de Rome in 1889. anger for musical life and
compositional style i [ wanted to*found and authentic contemporary
music scene wi ive Les synthétistes. Gilson is especially

recognized fo
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Cor en Fa

Cinq Préludes

pour Cor ou Violoncelle

Paul Gilson
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