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George Frederic Handel (1685-1759) wrote three Water Music suites for performance by 50 instrumentalists
on a barge during a royal procession on the Thames River in 1717. There are twenty-one movements in all
ranging from slow airs to colourful allegros featuring two horns or two trumpets. The variety in tempos and
the tuneful melodies have made the Water Music a favourite of audiences since the first performance.

This arrangement of the complete 2nd suite has been transposed down a step into C concert. The original
natural trumpet and horn parts have been persevered so performance on authentic instruments is an option if
desired. The two flugel horn parts blend very well with the trombone, euphonium and tuba to create a warm
“strings” sound to accompany the pairs of trumpets and horns.
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