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JOHANNES BRAHMS
OPUS 122
ELEVEN CHORALE PRELUDES

Brahms composed the Eleven Chorale Preludes for Organ, Op. 122, during the last year of his life. Probably
written in memory of Clara Schumann, they are his musical testament.

Biographer Walter Niemann described the pieces as “a retrospect and an epilogue, a salutation to youth and
its ideals, and a farewell to this world which is, after all, so fair.”

From the stern and powerful opening piece, to the exquisite Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen, to the double echos
of the final chorale, there are wonderful varieties of mood infused with a somber quality common to Brahms’
later works.

Profound meditations on life and death, the Preludes can be considered the quintessence of his art.

In memory of my father

Ralph Sauer
Los Angeles, California

TABLE OF CONTENTS

No. 1 Mein Jesu, der dumich. . .......uuuueet e e e e e Page 1
(My Jesus Leadeth Me)

MO, 2 THEIZHEBSIET JOSI . ... c.coimeioies rmsninsiisis osiissosonsisnsn binpeiss i sksosmsessierosatsimsore. s sminiasase. ssaimmsnse Page 6
(Ah, Jesus, Dear)

No. 3 O Welt,ichmussdichlassen [I]......... ... 0 i Page 8
(O World, I Now Must Leave Thee)

No. 4 Herzlich tut micherfreuen . ........ ...ttt eeiens Page 10
(My Heart Abounds with Pleasure)

No. 5 Schmiicke dich, 0liebe Seele ... ... ...t Page 13
(Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Bladness)

No. 6 O wie selig seid ihr doch, ithr Frommen . ... .......ouutnrtneet e Page 15
(Blessed Ye Who Live in Faith Unswerving)

No. 7 O Gott, du frommer GOt . ... ...ttt e e e e e Page 17
(O God, Thou Faithful God)

No: 8 Esisteinl ROSY entSDrMEET ., o ommem swwmmse sm s s e S suse i S Page 22
(Behold, a Rose Breaks Into Bloom)

No; 9 Herzlichtutanich Verlangenill] v sommronm svavmsns ahione v Sessies spe Page 24
(My Heart is Ever Yearning)

No: 10. Herzlich tutanich Verlangen: [TT]: suswuvn sommmis sosin s evmnsi b Ginms srommes v Page 26
(My Heart is Ever Yearning)

No: 11. :© Welt, ichimussihch lassen [T vssmns sovmma shovm s saoss i imas s b i Page 29

(O World, I Now Must Leave Thee)



The Canadian Brass Series

JOHANNES BRAHMS
OPUS 122
ELEVEN CHORALE PRELUDES

No. 1-Mein Jesu, der du mich

Moderato

Transcribed by
Ralph Sauer
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No. 2-Herzliebster Jesu

Adagio
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Trumpets in C

Hornin F

Trombone
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No. 5-Schmiicke dich, o liebe Seele

Andante
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Trumpets in C *

Hom in F

Trombone

Tuba
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* This piece may be performed as a trio by omitting the trumpets.




