What Child Is This?

Tenderly

1

This beautiful carol uses the 16th-century melody of
the English tune Greensleeves. Originally, the song
was played rather fast, for dancing, but its attractive
melody became apparent when it was performed
slowly. William Chatterton Dix, an insurance man
and poet, wrote the words in 1865.

Words by William Chatterton Dix
Music: “Greensleeves™ (16th century)
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Loy /Th . In 1945, Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne, the famous \\\
SV e .~ songwriting team, had one of their biggest hits, |\l
" L | Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow! \When }
iy | someone told Cahn that “let it snow” was a “
| common English expression that could not be [/
copyrighted, he replied, “Maybe once, maybe
\  twice, but say it three times—and it’s mine!”

\

Let It Snow! Let It Show! Let It Show!

Words by Sammy Cahn
o Music by Jule Styne
Happily, with swing (ﬂ -J ) )
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O Christmas Tree

(O Tannenbaum)

Moderately

Decorating a Christmas tree was originally a
German practice, but in the last 200 years,
this custom has spread all over the world.
The melody of O Christmas Tree is based
on an old German folk song that was first
published in 1799. The German translation
of “Tannenbaum™ is “fir tree,” Germany'’s
traditional Christmas tree.
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Traditional German Carol
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Auld Lang Syne is not strictly a Christmas song but is

traditionally sung on New Year’s Eve. The tradition seems
to have begun in 1929 when Guy Lombardo, a popular

orchestra leader, played it over the radio. Since then,

it has been played every New Year’s Eve on radio and
television. The song originated in Scotland and the title
means “Old Long Ago.”

Auld Lang Syne

Moderately, with expression

Words by Robert Burns
Traditional Scottish Melody
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