Peter
SCHICKELE

Brass Calendar

for Brass Quintet

1. JANUARY: New Year’s Day

2. FEBRUARY: Valentine’s Day

3. MARrcH: St. Patrick’s Day

4. ArriL: Income Tax Day

5. MAy: Memorial Day Picnic

6. June: Flag Day

7. JuLy: Independence Day Parade

8. AugusT: Dude Ranch Vacation

9. SEPTEMBER: Labor Day Weekend Dance
10. OcTtoBER: Halloween

11. NoveMBER: Thanksgiving

12. DECEMBER: Alone on New Year’s Eve
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PROGRAM NOTE

I have written quite a few pieces whose titles are related to various times of the
year; some of them are complete cycles, such as the CONCERTO FOR P1aANO AND CHORUS,
“The Twelve Months,” and some are connected to specific seasons, such as the
LirtLe Surte FoR WINTER for Clarinet and Tuba. Most of those pieces derive whatever
programmatic inspiration they have from the general feel of the season, as affected
by weather and society’s rthythms.

With Brass CaLenpar I decided to refer mostly to a specific holiday or otherwise
significant day or period in each month. This gave me the chance to mix obviously
programmatic pieces (adding up numbers, flags waving) with dance music and
other music that is programmatic only in the most general way.

One of the results of my research for this work (which was conducted in my pocket
datebook) was the realization that August is the only month that has no holiday
in this country. But it is the month that is most associated with vacations, so that
gave me a chance to indulge my weakness for old-fashioned Western music.

Brass CALENDAR was commissioned by The Chestnut Brass Company; it was completed

on November 9, 1993, and premiered on January 16, 1994 at the Chamber Music
America conference in New York City.

— Peter Schickele

Brass CALENDAR has been recorded by the Chestnut Brass Company, on Newport
Classics NCD 85638.
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12. December

Sweet, melancholy (J =c. 100)
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