FOREWORD

THE NEW IMPERIAL EDITION OF SOLO SONGS has been
designed as a chronological anthology of song from the Lutenists down to the
present day. As other albums will be devoted exclusively to operatic and oratorio
arias these are generally omitted from the present volumes.

Manifestly, the selection must be indicative rather than comprehensive or
merely exclusive and is essentially practical, not personal. Each song is briefly
annotated and, except where indicated, appears in the original key or is set for
the voice with which it is normally associated.

Apart from obvious restrictions, the choice has been largely determined by
certain positive needs. To provide the singing teacher and student alike with a
working catalogue as a basis for more specialised research into the varied trea-
sures of the literature of song ; to give to festival committees and examination
bodies a ready way of governing without unduly restricting the dangerous free-
dom of own choice classes ; to present the would-be-accompanist with a con-
venient means of studying the many-sided aspects of his exacting technique ;
and, lastly, to offer to all singers, whether amateur or professional, a practical
and logical conspectus of the diversities of lyrical song over a period of some
three hundred years. If] in addition, these books will do something to combat
the present-day weakness for vocal exhibitionism or narrow eclecticism the
labour of their preparation will be doubly justified.
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OFT HAVE 1

Thomas Campiaa (1567-1620) - the usual spelling Camplon is prob-
ably incorrect - was a medical man by profession although posterity
would doubtless thiok of him either as a poet or musician.
beautiful song is the first o his Third Booke of Ayres composed

“s0 as they may Le expressed Ly one Voyce, with a Violl, Lute or
Orpharion? The bouk is undated but cannot be carllier thun 1617,

SIGHED

This

Words and music by
THOMAS CAMPIAN

Arranged by

SYDNEY NORTHCOTE
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VERDANT MEADOWS

(Verdl Prati)

This aria from Alcina (1735) was written especially for the

EngliSh words by preat Carestinl. Like so many of Handel’s arias it has sur- Music by
M.X.HAYES vived the opera to which it belongs. Set lo a simple roado G.F. HANDEL
form it has a suave stateliness which Is most appealing.
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English words by
PAUL ENGLAND

AUTHOR OF ALL MY JOYS

(O del mio dolce ardor)

Gluck (1714-1787), famed for his operatic reforms, al-
ways gives the sioger a graclous, expressive vocal melody.
There is no need for aoy bistrionic emphasis to realise
the impassioned beauty of this song.

27

Music by
C.W. von GLUCK
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