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David Marlatt

This energetic overture was commissioned by a community concert band located in south west Ontario on
the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the band’s founding. It is an ensemble ranging in age from 11-81
sometimes with several family members all participating and making music together. There is a single theme
that threads throughout the composition representing the collective enthusiasm and passion of the players
over the years who keep the band strong and the music beautiful.

It opens grandly and with purpose which gives way to to a shifty, fiery section. The unison rhythms and
collective drive propels this work along. The trumpet then plays a strong driving line which is punctuated by
the rest of the band. The “low guys” get to introduce the next theme before the rest of the ensemble takes
over.

The piece moves into a more reflective, lyrical treatment of the original theme. Several members of the
ensemble are featured here including trumpet, baritone and flugel horn. It is this reflection where the band
can honour those who started out with the band, remembering the ones who have left and those who have
passed away.

A return to a more joyful and majestic feel is what brings this piece to its end. Full, passionate and
celebratory - an apt description of the group and its leader.PREVIEW ONLY
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